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TRAVELER'S NOTEBOOK

The Dwarika’s Hotel:
Himalayan Elegance

Life seems to slow down in this living museum of Nepali
woodcarving tradition combined with the amenities of
laid-back luxury. By Tristan Choa

NESTLED AMIDST THE husile and bustle
of Nepal's capital city, Kathmandu, is anon-
sis of luwury and preserve of histary called
the Dhwarikn's Haotel,

As the hotel’s lore would have it, the vear
14952 saw Crwarika [kas Shrestha out joiging
when he came upon carpenters sawing off o
portion of an intricately engroved wooden
pillar. They were tearing down an eld build-
img boemndor woy for o newrone, Horrified that
the tcg.'l ov of an ancient culture would end
up as firewodd, Dwarikio gave the carpenters
new lumber and took sway the carved pillar,

This impulse turned out to be the foun-
dation of a lifetime of work. Each time
Drwarikn heard of an old building being de-
maslished, he would be there buyving as miuch
af these wooden carvings a3 possible, Dver
the mcit ta'enty vears, hie wimtnssed in his
backvard garden an 'i|11|:-r4'>:=i1.'|'~r1:-|||;rl|:|1|.'| of
pillars, windows and doors that were the ar-
chitecturnl heritage of Nepal, Often he

would not dizeover the historical sienifi-
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cance of the pieces he had taken until Ry
wiars loter,

In 1964 the strain of purchasing these
artifacts and his need to display the beauty
erented by his ancestors combined to en-
rournge Lhe
Nepali-style brick boilding with his collec-
tion. This was to be the nucleus of the hotel
in 1997

ten  guest

Dwarikn o construct firs1

apened near the airport

only

that
with rooms, a living
showenpse of the treasures he had saved
e cerfain destruction,

Towalk through the Dwarika's Hotel i3 ta
be transported to o more genteel Bime. 1t 12
centuries-old Nepali woodearving tradition
blended with the amenities of laid-back lux-
uey. The chairs and tables under canwvas
umbrellos generously speinkled i the
q.'llurl:r':lr\-:h: between the |:l|Jij|.‘|i1'.|.E:l became
front-row seals Lo this vibrant display of
Nepali craftsmuanship on windows and en-
trunces, beams and pillars that whisper of

an ancienl Lime.

Wanderfully absont are the lavish trap-
pings of dime-a-dozen five-star hotels that
smack of having o live in an urban concrede
jungile, Instead, there are dark Sal timber
windows and doorways carved with gods,
rituals and depictions of ancient bellefs
j:lilil-ﬂ!il dowmn I!|!|.-|.1I|.|,!.'.]|. the ages, These, in
LuUrn, are u:Ln:i.htuku]Jl}'uulliI!Ed againsl the
orange-red terracotta bricks that make up
the facade of most of the bulldings, Sur-
rounded by tastefully landscaped groumnds,
the Dwarikas becomes a hoven for any soul
warn dows by living in the ity

To emphasize that point, the suites are a
picture of Nepali elegance. Locally made
rugs on stone plate floors, colorful cushion
eovers of o recessed solfn nook, and a fowr-
ptier beidl come logether 1n a roam that iz
far bigger than the rooms in many ather ho-
tels in s class. Together, they create a heavy-
en-sent feeling of space that is the whele
padnt of being on vacation.

Life seems to slow down at the Dwarika's,
To walk through the library or the bar ks (o
wilk back in tine. Even the hotel's prize
restaurant, Hris-hml:lT.-url, where Eracdittonal
dinners of from slx- Lo twenty-two-course
meals are served, is an ode to an earlier age.
Fram the servers dressed in the costumes
and jewelry of the varlous ethnic groups—
Mewar, Chetrig, Limbug and Thakalizs—and
textiles ;ll;l-ehrn:in}{!hr tables and walls to the
different sets of crockery and the handmade
Nepali paper menu, everything Is an invita-
tioa to slow down,

The Dwarika's i many things at once
More than a luxurious L'I."FLIHL' in an ofbed-
boisterous city, it is a continulng effort to
restore and preserve culturally significant
architectural artifacts. [t I8 a training
ground for producing young skilled crafts-
men who kave an affinity for the heritage of
MNepal. 1t [= a living museum that is ener-
gized with a purpose. As others have ob-
served, It s a shining example of how a mas-
sive heritage project is itself used to create
funding for its own conservation. ]



